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IBU MURNI
entrepreneur

Ibu Murni is a living legend in Bali. 
She started Murni’s Warung in 
Ubud, long before the island was 
overcrowded with tourists and 
taken over by commercialism. 

Murni’s Warung started in 
1974 with humble beginnings. 
Ibu Murni admits that at the 
time she had no business plan, 
no mission statement, and no 
knowledge of Western food – all 
she served were bowls of soup and 
sandwiches. Little did she know 
back then that her little warung 
would grow into an empire.

Her brand has now expanded 
to include hotels, known as 
Murni’s Houses, a shop called 
Murni’s Warung Shop, and even a 
spa with the name Tamarind Spa. 
She has also published several 
books including “Secrets of Bali, 
Fresh Light on The Morning of the 
World” and “Murni’s Very Personal 
Guide to Ubud”. 

Despite her age, Ibu Murni still 
looks radiant and beautiful, and 
shows no signs of stopping. She is 
planning to go in a hot air balloon 
at sunrise over the two-thousand 
temples at Bagan, Myanmar, in 
addition to creating a museum 
devoted to Balinese antiques, 
textiles and other ethnic pieces.
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