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What they said about Murni’s Bali Tours, Where to go, What 

to do and How to do it 

“I fell for the waterfall.” 
David Metcalf, New Zealand, author, photographer and activist 

  

“A must take guide, on a must do tour, on a must see island… detailed 
descriptions, insightful observations, and stunning photography.” 

Dr Rob Goodfellow, Australia, author, journalist, cultural consultant and 
historian 

  

“Everything I love about a great vacation on this gem of an island … 
picturesque scenery, priestesses, and piles of chocolate.” 

Rupert Pullee, Wales, Proprietor Pen y Gwryd Hotel 

  

“This wonderful guide validates my oft-repeated assertion that there can 
never be too much Bali in one’s life.” 

Lennard Thal, New York City, Rabbi, traveller and after-dinner speaker 

  

“Murni reveals some special Balinese treats … very highly recommended.” 
Claudia Auger, Bali, long-term Bali resident 
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About My Tours 

Tours of Bali routinely offered by travel agents and drivers haven’t really 
changed for decades, at least not since I was a girl. But there are now a lot of 
exciting new places to visit and I want my guests to see them all. 

I would also like my guests to have helpful and accurate information 
about these fresh destinations, so I’ve put together a whole new set of trips 
and this ebook, which you can carry along as an easy-to-read guide. 

As well as including the classic jewels in the Balinese crown, my tours 
cover off the beaten track destinations too, special places away from the 
mainstream. We have covered a range of interests in each new tour, so 
whether you are a temple lover, an art aficionado or a history buff, there will 
be something special just for you. 

We’ve also included some wonderful short walks, such as a trek through 
a cool tropical bamboo forest or a walk along the beautifully terraced rice 
paddies, or even a refreshing dip in a towering waterfall. 

As far as possible our drivers will keep off the main roads and personally 
accompany you to the sites (unless you don’t want them to). Bear in mind 
that in some places this is not allowed and local guides are required. 

Remember that almost every place has a small entrance charge of a few 
dollars or a donation. This is needed by local people for expenses such as 
basic maintenance of the buildings and sites. 

Food and meals outside the main tourist areas are not usually of the 
highest standard and sometimes restaurants are hard to find. Please discuss 
with the driver what time you would like to eat and he will give you the 
options and an idea of the price you might expect to pay. 

Bring sun cream, a hat and your camera. Above all, be ready for 
adventure and have fun. The great thing about Bali is to expect the 
unexpected. You never know when you may come across something really 
important and exciting, like a religious procession winding down the road 
with a gamelan orchestra or even a temple ceremony with Balinese dancers. 



That’s why, like me, you need to be ready to change your plans at the drop of 
a hat and enjoy the moment. 

It is my great pleasure to thank Dr Rob Goodfellow (www. 
culturalconsulting.com.au) for editing this book so efficiently. Of course, any 
mistakes are all my own. 

If you have time, please let me know what you especially liked about the 
tours and if there is anything that I can do to improve your experience. 

Murni 
Murni’s Houses 
Ubud 
Bali 
www.murnis.com 
murni@murnis.com 



Summary of My Tours 

TOUR 1 
Goa Gajah the Elephant Cave – Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings – Sukarno 

Center – Gunung Kawi “Valley of the Queens” – Tirta Empul Holy Water 
Spring Temple – Mount Batur – Lake Batur – Hot Springs – Tegalalang Rice 

Terraces – Coffee Plantation and Tea, Coffee and Chocolate Tasting 

TOUR 2 
Bongkasa – Chocolate Factory – Bedugul – Lake Bratan – Bali Botanic 

Garden – Candikuning Market – Strawberry Farms – Jatiluwi – Pura Taman 
Ayun Temple, Mengwi 

TOUR 3 
Gianyar Market – Nyoman Gunarsa Museum of Classical and Contemporary 

Balinese Painting – Palace of Klungkung – Kerta Gosa – Semarajaya 
Museum – Kusamba Beach and Salt Makers – Bat Cave – Candi Dasa – 

Tenganan 

TOUR 4 
Margarana War Memorial – Bali Butterfly Park – Ceramic Factory and 

Showroom – Tanah Lot Temple – Kecak and Fire Trance Dance 

TOUR 5 
Pejeng Market – Moon Drum Temple, Pura Panataran Sasih – 

Archaeological Museum – Water Blessing by Bali’s Youngest High 
Priestess – Kehen Temple – Penglipuran Village – Walk in a Bamboo Forest 

TOUR 6 
Woodcarvers in Teges – Nyana Tilem Gallery in Mas – Museum Rudana – 

House of Masks and Puppets – Big Baby Statue – Pura Puseh Desa Batuan – 
Art Museum Batuan – Take a Dip in a Waterfall 

  



TOUR 7 
Taro – Sacred White Cows – Pura Gunung Raung – Gunung Kawi Sebatu – 

Garuda Village – Ceking Rice Terraces – Chocolate Factory – Petulu, the 
Heron Village – Walk through the Rice Paddies 

TOUR 8 
Design Your Own Tour 



Accompanying YouTube Videos 

To whet your appetite, Jonathan has put together slideshows of each tour on 
YouTube. 

TOUR 1: 
youtube.com/watch?v=AkG7a8CMNzk 

TOUR 2: 
youtube.com/watch?v=bsN50AtsE60 

TOUR 3: 
youtube.com/watch?v=21vGEhuAbJo 

TOUR 4: 
youtube.com/watch?v=rB7bQtxnHnU 

TOUR 5: 
youtube.com/watch?v=f0uWoYhrnkQ 

TOUR 6: 
youtube.com/watch?v=DxERNk5DdUk 

TOUR 7: 
youtube.com/watch?v=HxxEJrgLpQw 



Photographs 

If you would like any of the photographs, they are available on 
www.jonathaninbali.com where you can order prints. 



TOUR 1 

Goa Gajah the Elephant Cave – Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings – 
Sukarno Center – Gunung Kawi “Valley of the Queens” – Tirta Empul 
Holy Water Spring Temple – Mount Batur – Lake Batur – Hot 
Springs – Tegalalang Rice Terraces – Coffee Plantation and Tea, 
Coffee and Chocolate Tasting 

The tour leaves Murni’s Houses and starts at Bedulu, only 10 minutes away; 
this is the richest area for archaeological sites and antiquities in Bali. 

 
Goa Gajah, the Elephant Cave. 

The mysterious Goa Gajah, the Elephant Cave, probably dating to the 
11th century, was ‘discovered’ in 1923 by Dutch colonial civil servants, 
although undoubtedly already known to the locals. The Dutch thought the 
entrance to the cave, carved out of solid rock, was a monster with elephant’s 
ears. But it’s not an elephant—there’s no trunk, the ears are wrong and the 
eyes are too big (only the right one remains) and there aren’t any native 
elephants in Bali (except those in recent tourist attractions). 



The site is down 75 concrete steps into the valley. 
The man-made cave faces south towards the sea and danger. The 

entrance to the T-shaped hollowed out cave is 2 metres high and 1 metre 
wide and originally was pitch black inside, lit only by candles, but now there 
is electricity. 

The entrance has niches hewn out of the walls. They may have been 
sleeping places. However, if they were sleeping places, then the cave was not 
a temple. 

 
Goa Gajah, the Elephant Cave. 

The right wing contains a set of three lingas, side-by-side on the same 
pedestal, carved out of one piece of stone. These phalluses represent the 
power of Siwa, the Hindu god of destruction. 

 
Goa Gajah, the Elephant Cave. 

The left wing has a four-armed Ganesha, the elephant-headed Hindu 
god, son of Siwa and remover of obstacles. 



These small sculptures do not prove that it was a Siwaite sanctuary as 
they can easily be moved. It could equally well have been a Buddhist 
sanctuary, if indeed it was a sanctuary at all. 

It is likely that the face is a witch, perhaps Rangda from the Balinese 
theatre, who has tusks, similar to those that enclose the entrance. It is 
common for Balinese temple gates to be topped by ugly monster heads to 
frighten evil spirits away and protect those inside. This head may have the 
same purpose. 

In 1954 archaeologists unearthed two bathing pools in front of the cave. 
The partition suggests one was for women and the other for men. The pools 
are filled with water pouring out of jars held by four voluptuous nymphs and 
two males. They are no longer used as bathing pools. 

There are statues on the site, which suggest an early connection with 
Buddhism. 

 
Goa Gajah, the Elephant Cave. 

Walk down the long flight of steps towards the river and discover a small 
temple—go out through the little exit on the right and see fantastic carvings 
peering out of the rocks on ground level. 



 
Goa Gajah, the Elephant Cave. 

On your way back, take the steps to the romantic, round pond on the 
left. It’s a good spot for photographs. 

 
Rice Fields. 

A couple of minutes away and really off the beaten track are the late 14th 
century Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings, a unique, hidden treasure, bordering 
rice paddies, large and well-preserved, between two rivers, the Petanu and the 
Jirang, and hardly visited by tourists. It is believed to be a hermitage and 



legend has it that the Balinese giant Kebo Iwa created them using his 
fingernails. 

 
Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings. 

It seems that the vigorous, realistic carvings on 25 metres of rock face are 
a story to be read from left to right. One theory is that they are events from 
the life of Krishna, the Hindu god. The Dutch Archaeological Service only 
became aware of the carvings in 1925. 

The carvings start with an oval arch filled with leaves. It provides an 
introduction to a mysterious world, reminiscent of Balinese shadow puppet 
performances, which begin with a puppet of the tree of life or the cosmic 
mountain. 

 
Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings. 

The first figure is a man standing, arm raised in what looks like a salute. 
It is a conventional way of showing Krishna, one of the Hindu god Visnu’s 
incarnations. Krishna offended the god Indra, who threatened to destroy him 



and his friends with rain and thunderstorms. To protect his friends Krishna 
uprooted a mountain to use as an umbrella. A man with his hand raised 
indicates Krishna in Indian art. 

 
Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings. 

The next relief is a man carrying a pole on his shoulders with two vessels. 
He is following a woman of higher rank, shown by her walking in front of 
him and wearing jewellery. They are walking towards the third relief, which is 
a decorated hut with a partly open double door, where a topless old woman 
stands. 

The next relief is a man with a hoe on his shoulder walking towards a 
woman with an outstretched hand. She is also topless but not wearing 
jewellery. Behind him a dwarf-like, turbaned man crouches with his chin on 
his hand. 

The next figure is a lady and then a stocky, thickset man kneeling on one 
knee holding a ladle and wearing a heavy necklace. His eyes and fangs 
indicate that he is a devil. 



 
Yeh Pulu Rock-Cut Carvings. 

The next set is a scene in the woods, where there is a man on a horse 
fighting a bear. One man has a weapon in the bear’s mouth. Behind him 
another man has a cleaver in his right hand with his left hand outstretched. A 
man is pulling the bear’s tail. 

Perhaps it is Krishna fighting Jambavat, the King of the Bears, who 
discovered Krishna in the act of taking a valuable jewel the bear had found. 
When he realised it was the god Krishna, that was a different story and he 
gave him the jewel and his daughter Jambavati in marriage. 

Up in the right hand corner a woman offers a jar to a man, while below 
them a frog sticks a weapon into the mouth of a large snake. 

The next set is a couple of men carrying two bears on a long pole, 
followed by a woman who is holding on to a horse’s tail. Perhaps she is 
trying to slow him down or make him stop. 

The last carving is a Ganesha, the favourite elephant-headed Hindu god, 
remover of obstacles, sitting in his own niche. 



 
Hindu Temple Priestess. 

Finally, there is a small temple with a priestess, who will sprinkle holy 
water on you in the hope and expectation of a donation for the temple (or 
perhaps herself). 

Ten minutes away is the Sukarno Center. The Japanese surrendered on 
14 August 1945. Three days later on 17 August 1945 Sukarno and 
Mohammad Hatta proclaimed independence at Sukarno’s house in Jakarta. 

 
Sukarno Center. 

The Dutch wanted their empire back and there was much bloodshed 
until the international community insisted that the Netherlands grant 
Indonesia independence. The Netherlands finally recognised Indonesia as an 
independent sovereign state on 27 December 1949, and Sukarno became the 
first President of The Republic of Indonesia. 

Sukarno was born on 6 June 1901. His mother was a Balinese Brahman 
from Singaraja, the old Dutch capital of Bali, and his father was a Javanese 



school teacher, who taught in north Bali in the 1880s. As can be seen from 
the numerous photographs in the Sukarno Center he had a radiant 
personality and was a brilliant orator. 

 
Sukarno Center. 

Sukarno was a handsome, charismatic leader, an engineer and art lover, 
who spoke Dutch, English, French, German, Japanese, Javanese, Balinese 
and Sundanese. 

He loved women and married six times and wed his last wife, Devi, who 
is Japanese, when he was 57 and she was 19. 

 
Sukarno Center. 

The 1960s were a difficult time for Indonesia, and especially Bali, with 
spiralling social and political tension, chronic violence, tremendous poverty 
and even starvation. In 1963 unemployment in Bali was above 30% and there 
was hyperinflation of some 500%. 


